Hemolytic anemia as a result of piperacillin/tazobactam administration: a case report and discussion of pathophysiology.
We report a case of a 19-year-old woman with cystic fibrosis who presented with hemolytic anemia during a course of piperacillin/tazobactam. The patient was initially managed with the replacement of blood products; however, she continued to show signs of hemolysis. Laboratories were obtained confirming antibody formation to piperacillin/tazobactam, and she was given a single infusion of intravenous immunoglobulin. Following the infusion, the patient did not require administration of any further blood products and achieved stable red blood cell counts. Early recognition of hemolytic anemia secondary to piperacillin/tazobactam with the administration of intravenous immunoglobulin may shorten the duration of hospitalization and quantity of blood products required for the stabilization of red blood cell counts.